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Dear Alumni, Friends, Patrons and Supporters, 
SIDES 
The Newsletter of the Department of Theatre Arts 
At Eastern Illinois University 
June 2007                                                                                                                      Volume VI, Number 2 
 
Once again we have reached the end of the academic year. Students have left the campus or are here preparing 
for the summer sessions. Preparations are well under way for the annual Theatre Camp and the second season of 
the re-born Summer Theatre initiative. It has been an outstanding year for Theatre at Eastern. We are saying 
good bye to a talented group of seniors and look optimistically to what appears to be a strong freshmen class. I 
can confidently say to each of you that we are a part of…. 
 
…. the finest undergraduate Theatre Program in the State of Illinois. 
  
There are three reasons that we can make this statement. Each of you has been a part of this effort. To put it 
simply: Change, growth and recognition have been a hallmark of the Theatre Arts Department at EIU.  
 
Change has been a constant part of the history of theatre at EIU. Over the last six years, in particular, change 
has happened on almost a daily basis. New faculty, the move to the Village Theatre, the Doudna project (which 
was a dream fast approaching reality), new classes, new curriculum, changes in technology—but this 
department has not only weathered the changes, but embraced the challenges that these changes brought and 
met them with care, skill, and artistry that is second to none. You cannot help but be very proud of all that has 
been accomplished and to know that you have been a part of it. 
 
Eastern Illinois University has the finest undergraduate Theatre Program in the State of Illinois. 
 
One of the many challenges that this department has faced during the last several years was the need to maintain 
a student body—to keep the program solid and solvent while the renovation project was underway. In 1999 
there were barely 20 Theatre Arts Majors. Growth has not been a part of the culture or the history of Theatre 
Arts at EIU. Smaller numbers were to be expected during the time the department was located off campus. 
Concern was expressed from many parts of the university about how to maintain the program during the 
construction period. At the end of spring semester 2007, the Department of Theatre Arts is approaching 60 
Theatre Arts majors and minors. The Department is growing and will continue to grow. Students come here 
because of a strong and talented faculty, because of the strong academic and production opportunities, because 
of the Doudna and because 
 
Eastern Illinois University has the finest undergraduate Theatre Program in the State of Illinois. 
 
This department is recognized across the campus for quality programming. The faculty serves on department, 
college and campus committees. They are active in local and regional theatre organizations and there is a 
growing interest in the development of international programs. Graduates from this department achieve success 
as teachers, directors, performers and designers.  
 
Eastern Illinois University has the finest undergraduate Theatre Program in the State of Illinois. 
 
More people will know of the work of this program. Theatre Arts at Eastern will continue to see change, 
continue to grow and continue to achieve recognition. Last November, as was reported in the last newsletter, the 
Department of Theatre Arts was visited by the accrediting team from the National Association of Schools of 
Theatre (NAST). This followed a year long self study and a visit by a consultant. I am pleased to announce to 
you that at the March 2007 meeting of the NAST Commission on Accreditation that Eastern Illinois 
University was granted full Associate Membership. This is a big step for this program. It demonstrates the 
strength of the Theatre Department at Eastern and also demonstrates a commitment for the future. 
John T. Oertling, Chair 
Where are they now….. 
 
Robert Caisley (1990) – his play The Lake was presented as a staged reading at the Fifth Annual Lavender 
Footlights Festival, April 10-15, 2007 at Dot 51 Gallery, in Miami, FL.  The play was directed by Barry 
Steinman. 
 
Ian Barford – was in Steppenwolf Theatre’s production of Betrayal.  A recent EIU theatre graduate caught his 
act and said he was “excellent”. 
 
Stephen Carmody (1992) – is the designer/technical director for fine arts for Adlai E. Stevenson High School 
in Lincolnshire, IL.  In addition to activities at Stevenson, he also designed sets for Apple Tree Theatre’s 
production of Iron and Metroplois’ production of Hellcab.  He will be designing sets for the Buffalo Grove Park 
District production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast over the summer. 
 
Bill Pierson (1979) – the end of the year brought design work on The Magic Flute and a lighting design for a 
Shenandoah Christmas Event that was performed at the Strathmore Auditorium, a new facility in Bethesda, 
MD.  It was taped for television syndication in the region.  Spring semester projects included lighting the 
musical version of Two Gentlemen of Verona, The Little Prince, and Grapes of Wrath.  He’ll be doing 3 of the 4 
summer shows: lighting Thoroughly Modern Millie and Evita and set designer for Bye Bye Birdie.  Bill has 
applied for a Fall 2008 sabbatical and is planning on working on a web page design and consulting.   
 
Kelly Regnier (1995) – teacher of English and Drama at Zion-Benton Township High School.  She serves as 
the Producer for the school theatre troupe, the Encore Players and sponsors the Thespian Troupe.  She directs 
one show a year, and takes care of publicity and costumes for the other 3 shows.  On the home front, she’s been 
married to Warren for 8 years, and they have 2 daughters: Karena and Karralinn. 
 
Pat Swearingen (1995) – is living in New York still plugging away at acting.  He can be seen keeping tasteful 
comedy alive on www.miniredsatan.com.  He has spent the last six summers working on the Greylock Project at 
The Williamstown Theatre Festival. 
 
Debbie Donovan (2004) – after being a teacher for awhile in the suburbs of Chicago and directing, coaching 
speech and running the drama club, she is now a banker in the Loop and has started her own business as a 
wedding floral designer.  She volunteers at Metro, a south side tutoring and mentoring center for girls, where 
she runs acting workshops.  She finds little ways to stay involved in theatre as well as taking every opportunity 
to see theatre.  In the fall, she will start back to school working on an advance teaching degree. 
 
Ben Marcy (2006) – finished his first year of work on his Master’s in Public Policy with concentration in 
Community Development and Civic Engagement.  One of his main interests in this concentration is the place of 
arts within the realm of public policy.  Through the Foundation of Sustainable Development, he has accepted a 
summer internship with the House of Courage theatre group in Mombasa, Kenya.  This youth theatre group was 
formed in 2000 as an effort to educate healthy activities in response to Cholera outbreaks throughout the 
districts in and outside the city.  The youth in the theatre group have opportunities to continue their involvement 
after the summer and experience interactions with all issues in their community and gain personal growth.  
 
James Romanovich (1985) – has served as Executive in Charge of Production for Bonanza prequel series The 
Ponderosa (2001-2002).  Executive Producer (2003) of Roswell Crash: Startling New Evidence for the Sci-Fi 
Channel with Bryant Gumbel – highest rated special. Executive Producer (2005) Brady’s Back in Hawaii for 
Discovery. 
 
Nancy Paule Chandler (1974) – passed away on May 5th after a long bout with cancer.  She lived in Belleville, 
IL and owned Wonderhouse Costumes.  In addition to being an EIU alum, Nancy was a costumer for the EIU 
Theatre Dept. 1974, 1976-1979, 1980-1985, and 1986-1987, before marrying and moving from the area. 
New arrivals: 
Merel Ray-Pfeifer (1983) – welcomed baby Logan Wayne to the world on 12/5/06, a bit earlier than expected. 
Jenni Passig (2005) – welcomed baby Olivia Grace into the world a little early on 2/23/07. 
Shannon Carnes Blair (1996) – welcomed Piper Moon  to the world on May 1, 2007. 
 
 
Spring 2007 Graduates:  Congratulations!!!!! 
Kristin Cilek 
Mike Denofrio 
Megan Gabor 
Stephanie Gilbert 
Katy Hawley 
Garin Jones 
Stephanie Leasure 
Cari Maher 
Amanda Miller 
Scott Podraza 
William Chris Wiebler 
 
The play is done; the curtain drops, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Slow falling to the prompter's bell
A moment yet the actor stops
And looks around to say farewell.
It is an irksome word and task:
And when he's laughed and said his say,
He shows, as he removes the mask,
A face that's anything but gay.” 
Although we will miss each and every one of you, 
the Faculty and Staff of the Department of Theatre 
Arts wish you a happy and prosperous future.   
 
Don’t forget to stop in and see us when you’re in 
the area and drop us a line and let us know how 
you are doing! 
  William Makepeace Thackary 
 
 
 FRIENDS OF THE THEATRE   
(donations made after Jan. 1, 2006)   
 Producer  $175 or more   
Jaqueline Bennett Dance Center Shirley Moore    John & Juanita Roberts
Rita, Tony & Clare Esposito John T. Oertling    J. Sain
Jane & Herbert Laskey  Alex & Susan Peck    Bill & Carol Strode
Dennis & Deb Muchamore James M. Romanovich West Community Partnership Program
  Kevin & Nancy Reed   
Director  $125+ Associate Director  $100+ Stage Manager $75+ Crew $50+
Vaughn & Ruth Jaenike Jeff & Ann Cross  Bonnie Irwin & Ned Huston Scott & Penny Crawford Barry Johnson
Cheryl & Ralph Jones David & Tricia File Dwain & Pam Naragon Kelly Harper Regnier
Dan Hagen & Paul Beals Robert & Nancy Hennings Richard Rogers 
 
Your support is playing an increasingly important role in funding our program and the quality it affords.  As appropriations from the state are cut and inflation continues 
its dizzy spiral, patron support becomes a necessity.  Your voluntary donations are necessary to our success in supporting a service to the community, campus and 
region.   Please take a moment to fill out the attached form and return with your pledge or check.  Your generosity is appreciated. 
 
Make checks payable to:   Eastern Illinois University       Pledge Amount $____________ 
Mail Checks to:  University Theatre, 600 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL  61920-3099 
 
MAILING LIST AND PLEDGE INFORMATION 
 
Name_____________________________________________________  Publish your name in program? _______yes  ______no 
 
Address________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City____________________________________________________________State___________________Zip_____________ 
 
Phone_________________________________________  E-mail__________________________________________________ 
  
 
 
NON PROFIT ORG  
US POSTAGE PAID  
PERMIT NO 24  
CHARLESTON IL 61920 
 
 
 
University Theatre      121B00 
600 Lincoln Avenue 
Charleston,  Illinois  61920-3099 
 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us hear from you! 
 
We would like to include information about our alums in the newsletter.  Take a moment and let us know where 
you are and what you are doing. 
 
Name_____________________________________________________________________ Class__________________________ 
 
Phone_______________________________________ E-Mail_______________________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Street         City          State                 Zip 
 
NEWS ABOUT YOU OR OTHER THEATRE ARTS GRADS: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Would you like to receive the newsletter electronically _____ yes   _____ no 
 
MAIL TO:  Department of Theatre Arts, Eastern Illinois University, 600 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL  61920 or 
e-mail jtoertling@eiu.edu or dklewis@eiu.edu 
